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himself by Constitutional Act No. 7 of January 27, 1941, to pass
judgment himself on the Ministers and Secretaries of State and
high dignitaries and high officials "who had held office during the
past ten years."

And as a beginning, since the proceedings before the Court of
Riom have come to nothing, it is said because it has been impossible
to find a procureur-general willing to conduct the prosecution,
the Marshal has decided that he will himself try the defendants
sent before the Court. A communique states that "the Marshal
has to this end decided to create a Council of Political Justice
which will place its suggestions before him. This Council will
make use of the investigations carried out by the defunct Court of
Riom. The Marshal will pronounce sentences in accordance with
the proposals of the Council. . . . The Council of Political Justice
will send its proposals to the Marshal before October 15" (Radio-
Paris, August 18, 1941).

In accordance with the recommendations of the Council of
Political Justice, Marshal Petain in October 1941 pronounced a
series of sentences of imprisonment in a fortress for life,

NOTE
THE TRIBUNAL D'
Since this chapter was written a new exceptional jurisdiction has been
brought into function, the 'Tribunal d'fitat,' created by law No. 5883
of September 7, 1941.
The Tribunal d'Etat, some of the members of which are not even
smagistrate by profession, tries principals and accessaries in the case of
all actions, plots, or activities of a nature to disturb public order,
internal peace, or international relations, or generally to injure the
French people. It can pronounce, after summary proceedings, any
sentence, including the death penalty. Its decisions are not subject to
appeal.
We should note in the same order of ideas law No. 45 j 3 of October 25,
1941, which imposes heavy penalties on all persons who, having
cognizance, fail to denounce those responsible for crimes or plans of
crimes such as arson, explosions, damage to means of transport, sabotage
of electric installations, etc.